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86th Division “Blackhawk” sleeve patch WWII 

                         

  

World War II veteran Donald Whitaker, who served in the Army from 1943 to 1946, 

holds a display case July 16, 2020, with the medals he earned during the war while 

visiting the Commemorative Area at Fort McCoy, WI. Whitaker, of  Elm Grove, WI., and 

originally from Downers Grove, IL, made his first visit to Fort McCoy after having left 

75 years earlier. When he left the Army, he was Technician Fifth Grade Donald Whitaker 

and was a bandsman with the 86th Infantry Division Band. Whitaker had served in the 

European theater of the war in Austria and Germany as well as the Pacific theater in the 

Philippines. He served for 2 1/2 years in various other support roles as well.  



 

FORT MCCOY, WI, UNITED STATES 

07.16.2020 

Video by Scott Sturkol   

  https://www.dvidshub.net/video/765546/world-war-ii-veteran-donald-whitaker-

decribes-he-became-military-bugler-more                                               

Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office   

https://www.army.mil/article/238708/world_war_ii_vet_recalls_service_outprocessing_t

hrough_camp_mccoy 
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On July 10, 1943 Don Whitaker turned 18 and was drafted into military service. Since he was 

already enrolled in the summer session at Northwestern University, he was able to delay his trip 

to boot camp until September. 

 

  

Don Whitaker 2nd row right behind officers with sweater and hands in pocket 



 

Group photo of WWII draftees  9/27/1943 at the train station in Downers Grove, IL  

The Downers Grove Studio took group photos of every local area draftee that left Downers 

Grove by train. Many sad days for families of those who left and never returned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enlistees arrive by train to Camp Livingston, greeted by band 1940’s 



 

Arial view Camp Livingston 1941 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Camp Livingston Fire Station 



 

 

Camp Livingston Chapel 

 

Service Club and Guest House Camp Livingston (both images) 



 

 

Camp Livingston Library 

 

Camp Livingston Officers Club (the band would play here on weekends) 



 

Camp Livingston swimming pool 



 

Camp Livingston Inspection 1943 (taken from my dad’s photo album) 



 

Camp Livingston 1943 mascot “Duke” (From my dad’s album) 

 

 

 



 

Camp Livingston soldiers going to artillery practice 

 

Leaving Theatre Camp Livingston, LA 

 



 

 

Camp San Luis Obispo 1944 map 

https://www.militarymuseum.org/CSLO%20History.html 
 

https://www.militarymuseum.org/CSLO%20History.html


 

86th Division yearbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Band Leader Jr. was Purnell William Payne (as pictured) 

 Donald Whitaker is 2nd from left in 6 th row, who was a bugler and a trumpet player in 

the 86th Division Band. Photo was from an 86th Infantry  Blackhawk Division yearbook, taken in 

San Luis Obispo, CA 



 

Nathan Kammack - First Band Leader - 86th Division Band - Photo from my dad’s album 

 

Purnell  William Payne – 2nd Band Leader - 86th Division Band – Photo from my dad’s album 

 



    

 

William Purnell Payne 86th Division Band Leader Jr’s uniform, cap & dogtag 

 

 

Combat Band Leader Badge for William Purnell Payne 86th Division  



 

 

 

Back row: unknown name (trombone), John Iltis (french horn) 

Front row L-R: Charlie Kolar (trumpet), Donald Whitaker (trumpet & holding his 

glasses) 

San Luis Obispo, CA 

 

 

        

 

                                                                                       

 



 

86th Division Band practice – San Luis Obispo, CA 

 Donald R.Whitaker –age 19 



 

 

86th Division training San Luis Obispo, CA 



 

Colonel entering photo lab at Camp San Luis Obispo, California on 8 March 1944 

 

The Officers Club and Chapel at Camp San Luis Obispo 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/525302744035477940/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/525302744035477940/


 

Old postcards from Camp San Luis Obispo 

 

Camp San Luis Obispo Hospital Area 



 

Red Cross Building Camp San Luis Obispo 

 

https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Media/Images.aspx?igphoto=2001321553 

https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Media/Images.aspx?igphoto=2001321553


 

 

 

Camp San Luis Obispo Huts 



 

Amphitheatre Camp San Luis Obispo 

 

https://www.militarymuseum.org/CSLOPostCards.html 
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https://livingnewdeal.org/sites/camp-san-luis-obispo-improvements-san-luis-obispo-ca/ 

https://livingnewdeal.org/sites/camp-san-luis-obispo-improvements-san-luis-obispo-ca/


 

86th Division playing football on Thanksgiving 1945 - Camp Cooke, CA 



 

86th Infantry Camp Cooke, CA 

 

86th Infantry Training Camp Cooke, CA 

 



 



 

RMS Queen Mary cruise ship nicknamed “Gray Ghost” took 10,000 troops including the 

86th Division from Boston, MA to La Harve, France in 1945 because it was faster than a 

military ship. 



 

RMS Queen Mary aka Gray Ghost 1945 

 



 

 

86th Infantry Division arriving in La Harve, France WWII  

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album) 



 

86th Division setting up tents (unknown location) 

(Don Whitaker’s photo album) (Might be Charlie Kohler in the middle looking at 

camera) 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

86th Infantry Division soldier in Germany during WWII 

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album) 

 

A vehicle with a coal/wood burner on the back for fuel in Germany WWII 

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album) 



   

86th Infantry Division soldier leaning against sign. Don Whitaker’s writing on back tells 

the story of how troops would take over farm houses for their beds and food while 

moving through Germany. The farmer and his wife with the wagon in the background are 

the owners of the house where the troops stayed for a few days. 

Inscription: “The farmer in the background is the son of the man who owned the house in 

which we were living. He did our laundry for us & other things. A very nice fellow.” 

 

One of the soldiers relaxing in a bed at the farm house in Germany 



 

 

86th Division Band playing at a park in Germany during WWII 

There wasn’t always fighting during WWII. Sometimes there was an opportunity to share 

the talent of the 86th Division Band with the local Germans. Some of the community 

looked on in distain; others were quite supportive and happy to hear the music.  

 

Donald Whitaker 2nd from left with the glasses 



 

May 8, 1945 



 

86th Infantry Division returning home to NYC Harbor after ETO 1945 



 

86th Infantry Division returning home to NYC Harbor from ETO 1945 



 

Navy blimp passing ship carrying the 86th Division as they arrived in NYC - 1945 

 



 

86th Division arriving in NY Harbor after ETO met by a welcome boat 

 



 

86th Division returning from ETO 1945 



 

 

 

 



 

Camp Gruber Newspaper - June 29, 1945 - ETO to NYC to Camp Gruber, 30 days 

furlough (plus travel time), then back to Camp Gruber for more training before joining 

the Pacific Theatre. 

 



 page 2 - June 29, 1945 



 

 

Donald Whitaker returning home after ETO on furlough for 30 days before going back to 

Camp Gruber and the Philippines - July 1945 

 

 



 

Camp Gruber newspaper July 29, 1945 

 

Camp Gruber Newspaper article, page 2 - July 29 1945 



 

German POWs of the 86th Infantry Division at Camp Gruber  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Camp Gruber 1945 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

L-R: Don Whitaker and Charlie Kohler at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma 

Both 86th Division band members 



 

Combined 86th Division Band practicing together at Camp Gruber 1945 

 

Troop Review Camp Gruber  

 

 

 

 



 

Donald Whitaker and the 86th Division had left San Francisco, CA enroute to Japan when 

the surrender occurred, so their ship was diverted to the Philippines to capture leftover 

Japanese soldiers there until 1946.  

 

 



 

86th Division Band playing at a club in the Philippines 1945 

Don Whitaker back row right playing trumpet 



 

Donald Whitaker back row far right playing trumpet with 86th Division Band in the 

Philippines 1945 

 

Philippines – Camp stage for music, movies, etc. (Unknown soldier) 



 12/30/1946 Blackhawks deactivated in Leyte 

 Leyte. Phillipines  



 

 

Books on the 86th Division 

 



 

Blackhawk Recollections by Austin “Red” Goodrich 

 

Blackhawks Over the Danube by Richard Briggs 



 

 

 

This document was put together by Sandra Whitaker Organek, in remembrance of what would 

have been her dad’s 100th birthday. 

Sandra Whitaker Organek 

Ph: 414-378-9195 

Email: sandrakwo@aol.com 

July 2025 
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