WWII Veteran’s Story - Donald R. Whitaker

86" Infantry “Blackhawk” Division — Military Bugler and Band member

7/10/1925 - 3/7/2022




86" Division “Blackhawk” sleeve patch WWII

World War II veteran Donald Whitaker, who served in the Army from 1943 to 1946,
holds a display case July 16, 2020, with the medals he earned during the war while
visiting the Commemorative Area at Fort McCoy, WI. Whitaker, of Elm Grove, WI., and
originally from Downers Grove, IL, made his first visit to Fort McCoy after having left
75 years earlier. When he left the Army, he was Technician Fifth Grade Donald Whitaker
and was a bandsman with the 86th Infantry Division Band. Whitaker had served in the
European theater of the war in Austria and Germany as well as the Pacific theater in the
Philippines. He served for 2 1/2 years in various other support roles as well.



FORT MCCOY, WI, UNITED STATES
07.16.2020
Video by Scott Sturkol

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/765546/world-war-ii-veteran-donald-whitaker-
decribes-he-became-military-bugler-more

Fort McCoyv Public Affairs Office

https://www.army.mil/article/238708/world_war_ii_vet_recalls_service outprocessing_t
hrough camp_mccoy
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On July 10, 1943 Don Whitaker turned 18 and was drafted into military service. Since he was
already enrolled in the summer session at Northwestern University, he was able to delay his trip

to boot camp until September.
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Don Whitaker 2nd row right behind officers with sweater and hands in pocket



Photo By
Downers Grove Pholo Studio

Group photo of WWII draftees 9/27/1943 at the train station in Downers Grove, IL

The Downers Grove Studio took group photos of every local area draftee that left Downers
Grove by train. Many sad days for families of those who left and never returned.



Enlistees arrive by train to Camp Livingston, greeted by band 1940’s
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Arial view Camp Livingston 1941

Dale Genius Collection
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Officers’ Clothing Store

TAKEN BY SIGNAL CORPS, CAMP LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA
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Enlisted Men's Clothing Store, Camp Livingston, La.

www.Alexandria-Louisiana.com

Camp Livingston Fire Station
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Camp Livingston Chapel
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Service Club and Guest House Camp Livingston (both images)



Camp Livingston Library

Camp Livingston Officers Club (the band would play here on weekends)



Swimming Pool, Camp Livingston, La.
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Camp Livingston swimming pool



Camp Livingston Inspection 1943 (taken from my dad’s photo album)
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Camp Livingston 1943 mascot “Duke” (From my dad’s album)
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Camp Livingston soldiers going to artillery practice

Leaving Theatre Camp Livingston, LA
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San o[uid O‘idpo, Ca/i/orm’a
. 1945

86 Division yearbook
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Band Leader Jr. was Purnell William Payne (as pictured)

i Donald Whitaker is 2" from left in 6 th row, who was a bugler and a trumpet player in

the 86 Division Band. Photo was from an 86™ Infantry Blackhawk Division yearbook, taken in

San Luis Obispo, CA



Nathan Kammack - First Band Leader - 86" Division Band - Photo from my dad’s album

Purnell William Payne — 2" Band Leader - 86th Division Band — Photo from my dad’s album
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Combat Band Leader Badge for William Purnell Payne 86 Division



Back row: unknown name (trombone), John Iltis (french horn)

Front row L-R: Charlie Kolar (trumpet), Donald Whitaker (trumpet & holding his
glasses)

San Luis Obispo, CA



86" Division Band practice — San Luis Obispo, CA

' Donald R.Whitaker —age 19



Bugle Calls

Bugle calls are musical signals that announce scheduled and certain non-scheduled
events on an Army installation. Scheduled calls are prescribed by the commander
and normally follow the sequence shown below. Non-scheduled calls are sounded

by the direction of the commander.

Daily Sequence of Bugle Calls

1.  First Call 14. Assembly

2. Reveille 15. Recall

3. Assembly 16. First Call

4. Mess Call (morning) 17. Guard Mounting (when scheduled)
5. Sick CallI* 18. Assembly

6.  Drill Call* 19. Adjutant’'s Call (parade only)
7. Assembly 20. Retreat

8.  First Sergeant's Call™ 21. To The Color

Q. Officer's Call® 22. Mess Call (evening)

10. Recall™ 23. Tattoo

11. Mail call 24. Call to Quarters

12. Mess Call (noon) 25. Taps

13. Drill CallI* = (OPTIONAL)

Sunday Sequence of Bugle Calls

1.  First Call 5.  First Call (retreat)
2. Reveille 6. Assembly
3. Assembly 7. Retreat
4.  Mess Call (noon) 8. To the Color
9. Taps

86" Division training San Luis Obispo, CA



The Officers Club and Chapel at Camp San Luis Obispo
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Camp San Luis Obispo Hospital Area



Red Cross Building Camp San Luis Obispo
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https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Media/Images.aspx?igphoto=2001321553
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Camp San Luis Obispo Huts



AMPHITHEATRE, CAMP Aan Lulg ORISPO, CALITORNIA ~sON

Amphitheatre Camp San Luis Obispo

https://www.militarymuseum.org/CSLOPostCards.html

The Amphitheoter design wos inspired by the
Early California missions of the region.

Thousands can gather in the Amphitheater for military assemblies.



https://www.militarymuseum.org/CSLOPostCards.html

Army Nurses sing in the Amphitheater ot o worship service.

https://livinenewdeal.org/sites/camp-san-luis-obispo-improvements-san-luis-obispo-ca/



https://livingnewdeal.org/sites/camp-san-luis-obispo-improvements-san-luis-obispo-ca/

86" Division playing football on Thanksgiving 1945 - Camp Cooke, CA



86™ Infantry Camp Cooke, CA

86" Infantry Training Camp Cooke, CA



#
Camp Myles Standish

Boston Port of Embarkation




RMS Queen Mary cruise ship nicknamed “Gray Ghost” took 10,000 troops including the
86™ Division from Boston, MA to La Harve, France in 1945 because it was faster than a
military ship.
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RMS Queen Mary aka Gray Ghost 1945
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86" Infantry Division arriving in La Harve, France WWII

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album)



86" Division setting up tents (unknown location)

(Don Whitaker’s photo album) (Might be Charlie Kohler in the middle looking at
camera)
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Black Hawk Infantrymen move through the streets of Ingolstadi as re-inforcements for Danube beachhead.

Replacements ¢ross the Danube on treadway bridge 10 jodn the Black Hawk Division
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86™ Infantry Division soldier in Germany during WWII

-

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album)
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A vehicle with a coal/wood burner on the back for fuel in Germany WWII

(From Don Whitaker’s photo album)



86™ Infantry Division soldier leaning against sign. Don Whitaker’s writing on back tells
the story of how troops would take over farm houses for their beds and food while
moving through Germany. The farmer and his wife with the wagon in the background are
the owners of the house where the troops stayed for a few days.

Inscription: “The farmer in the background is the son of the man who owned the house in
which we were living. He did our laundry for us & other things. A very nice fellow.”

One of the soldiers relaxing in a bed at the farm house in Germany



86" Division Band playing at a park in Germany during WWII

There wasn’t always fighting during WWII. Sometimes there was an opportunity to share
the talent of the 86" Division Band with the local Germans. Some of the community
looked on in distain; others were quite supportive and happy to hear the music.

Donald Whitaker 2™ from left with the glasses
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86" Infantry Division returning home to NYC Harbor after ETO 1945



86" Infantry Division returning home to NYC Harbor from ETO 1945
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86th Division returning from ETO 1945
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VOLUME | CAMP GRUBER, OKLAHOMA. FRIDAY. 29 JUNE 1945 NUMBER 47

First Black Hawk Troops Arrlve

‘ B b Str s orchesh_a irst 86th Division Soldiers To ‘:\rrlvu Here Advance Party Of 38 HaS
B GrubzlrlgNext Weekend & W fiready Left on Fulough

Twelve officers and 26 enlisted men

O s a s comprised the advance party of the 86th

(Black Hawk) infantry division who stepped

off the train at Braggs shortly after midnite

last Friday morning, after a three-day train
ride from Camp Kilmer, N, J

The detachment, representing each unit

of the division, after turning in unit records

Raft” & wetapping Wt of Kramer, Nels. Cos
jive; “In & Russisn Fox Hole land, Mischell Vi e
The Jumptione Jubiice” “The gos, Biggs, Livingsies. Xrs

l» -

Baltimore  Bousnce, .ul | tky. Drisko. Eposito
sl sy« e i At Braggs Uso WI" Go to Congress Monday Young People Take

| "Ont o it popeter of i
Bob Strong { nummber during -hxn m' [’ mshﬁ woﬂd eharter Apmoved
New Activities |1 = e B me o e ot s et DL Part in ‘Wigwan
At Semoe Club 1 y ps - Program at Braggs

‘onference

In the
0 | dan J. Lox
sl Se

bee

Camp Gruber Newspaper - June 29, 1945 - ETO to NYC to Camp Gruber, 30 days
furlough (plus travel time), then back to Camp Gruber for more training before joining
the Pacific Theatre.



86th Division
From page one

enson, CWO Johnson, WOIG
Orr, CWO Miller, and Lt
Baker. (Sce plcture, page one.)

“Voice O Vets,!'" publication

of the Army Ground and
Service forces redistribution
center at Fort Sam Houston

repocts the first arrivals there
last Thursday of Texas mem-
bers of the 86th (Black Howk)
division, 460 tired, grimy, but
jubilant officers and men who
departed almost  immediately
on 30-day furloughs,

The battle rocord of the

86th, sctivated and trained at?

Camp Howze, Texas, includes
capture of 77,000 Germans and
the liberation of thousands of
Nazi slave laborers

Seeing 42 doys of actual com-

come Home Veteran!" grew
originated with Bill Bowers,
young newscaster on the
KTUL staff,

bat with the 5th Army, ist
Army, the 3rd and 7th Armics,
the division muade one 41-mile
drive in seven days in the
battle of the Ruhr in Ger-
many, Pushing through the
valley, it Jjoined elements of
the 9th Army and helped split
the Ruhr pocket. The division
was in the Munich area when
V-E Day came.

"The damn flak guns the
Germans used against us were
the worst kind of fire we hud
‘to face,” said division com-
‘mander Muj Gen Harris M,
Melasky of Austin.

Do more than exist—LIVE,
Do more than look—OB.

SERVE,

Pacific & Far East—Yunks completed the liberation of the
entire mata Philippine sland of Luzon after five moaths of
tough fighting on difficult terrain—leaving southern Min-
danao the only Philippine isle with major Jap resistance,
The Ausies cleared Takaran island ond seized the great

Seria oil fields and town of Miri on Borneo. American
warplanes carrled a growing air offensive into its 23rd
consecutive day from Borneo to the Kuriles. More hun-
dreds of Japs surrendered or were shot and the Jap com-
manding officer on Okinawa committed hari kard. The
Japs reported allled iavasion of island half-way between
Okinawa and Kyushu and at Ballkpapen on Bormeo, U, S
troops invaded six small islands In the Marianas with
little opposition, European Theater—The Russian chief of
staff submitted n plan to discharge millions of red soldiers
in 13 older age classes. Stalin was promoted to General-
issimo. Russin demanded military bases in the Dardenelles
from Turkey. The 85th “Victory"” diviglon embarked for
the States from France. United Nations—Roepresentatives
of 51 Unlted Nations signed the Security Charter at San
Francisco, U, S began sending lend-16kse aid to Russians
in Siberin. The Chinese Prime Minister visited Moscow

1o seek Soviet uld in war aganst Japun, Home Front—Gly

learned that the eritical score will be reduced from 85 to

“78 or 80" within the next two or three weeks. Truman

pocepted Stettiniug’s resignation as Secretary of State and

appointed him as American representative on the post-war
I gecurity council and chairman of the U. S. delegation in
| its general assembly,

page 2 - June 29, 1945



Donald Whitaker returning home after ETO on furlough for 30 days before going back to
Camp Gruber and the Philippines - July 1945
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Black Hawks Pour into Camp

Via Train and Motor Convoy
Mauldin Cartoons To Be in GUIDON 36thDivision Soldiers Now

New Series, ‘Sweatin’ It Out,’ ;a" for the 86th Infantry Division More than Half Assembled

Starts Today; Artist Is Mere Kid | Soldiers of the S6th (Black Hawk) in-
Who Might ”ﬂl’(’ B('("l Cowboy | fantry division, returning from 30-day fur-
loughs after five months in the ETO, are

(..,..'..‘."pfﬁﬁ'.‘.‘"pn"‘..":m:-‘..,":--'-'«l;-'34'n‘:f:T-'--‘:‘n oo swarming into Camp Gruber at the rate of
B Mauldin.” makes lh baw to GUIDOI four and five tr: ads a day, the first full
ot g division to be redeployed thru the United
States for the Pacific.

Dance Postponed
The civilian dance sched
uled for tonite a1 the Gl
club has been postponed in-
in definitely. according to an

ind |

* Club Two Offers
Many Programs

-mm they bought

o S -
- Vets Guide Issued
nued to| Serting 200 fint class pouches cut of more thaa 1600 which were furned ovar 1o the incoming

ne' froat ot | Sth infantry division yesterday, is camp post office crew. At the {able left o right .
* By sal'at]w A]‘my Pic A. A. Schanberger. Plc Albert lhhu $ 891 Gerald T. Dutly. and Lt Charies W. Ed. |¢

" Drawings Acclabmed miston. Behind are Cpl Charles C. Stavens asd Pic Victor Puglio.
His drwings have beem| “The Vetenn's Guide”
L L .

L DR D Poy . Ve 1§ 3 reangements of fgverito mum-

..... |d)y| nd

Camp Gruber newspaper July 29, 1945

86th Division
From page one

L.t Col Stanley Gortikov. train-
ing officer. Designed to tough-
en the troops for the special
hardships that will be en-
countered in the Pacific fight-
ing, it includes physical con
ditioning, prevention of tropi
cal and insect-borne diseases,
flame-throwing technigques, and
jungle fighting in general

A complete Japanese village,
crected in an area off the
south access road seven miles
from the garrison area, is a
ample of the completeness
with which plans have been
made for the special training
of the 86th

Camp Gruber Newspaper article, page 2 - July 29 1945






Below: Tent City, Camp Gruber




Rescue craft used during training, Greenleaf Lake, Camp Gruber, 1945.

Above: The Telephone Operators’ Quarters (TOQ), Camp Gruber, 1945.




86th Div“sion Band To Play
For Twilight Serenade Tonite

Personnel, both military and civilian, who have seen and
heard the 86th infantry division band in a few maneuvers
around the post during the past few days will be glad to learn
that the newly arrived musical organization will appear on
Camp Gruber's popular “Twilight Serenade"” concert this even-
ing at Muskogee's Spc;aulding%
park. Remarks around camp| gTa
indicate that the 86th has R SAVES 3 STRIPES
the sharpest band ever to| Honolulu (CNS) — B Genl

appear on the post. Wayne C. Smith, chief of Staff,
‘The 56 piece organization is Centray Pacific Base Command,
directed by CWO N. A. Cam-| re50ied a sergeant and his girl

mick, with WOJG W. P. :
' . : from drowning. The EM, un-
Payne as assistant director.| ., "\ " i s o0t a life

The concert will begin prompt-| o .14 qragsed the girl with

L},.'aoat 8:30 pm., and ends at him. The general heard their

cries, loosened the soldier from |

Camp Gruber 1945
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L-R: Don Whitaker and Charlie Kohler at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma

Both 86" Division band members



Comb;ned ands of 86th Division On The March

One of the largest musical organizations ever to show at Gruber was the combined bands of the 86th division. They are shown above during practice.

Combined 86" Division Band practicing together at Camp Gruber 1945

Troop Review Camp Gruber



f Pays Clowmg' Tnbute To American Labor

o, T, '
"wmmnm' \',_,J('_ — ” o and S Con VEMME OF Tha ASOOATD PeEss

I ﬂnﬁegmﬁag @hsewer. o

oyt d, )
2 daee STOW g
..... ® Oepr ey

e = " PRICE: Be BAILY <30 SUNBAY

ARTIGLES |

i [Sl{]{g’fM’Arthur Accepts |
F IIHF ormal Surrender

.~ Aboard Battleship

““""'HmbaoOMle!oponm Wam.dwblq'
Down Arms aad to Carry Cut Proviviens of Susrgader Ia- |
Wesert | strumest — Trumon MIN-GV.-IMMMA «

Donald Whitaker and the 86" Division had left San Francisco, CA enroute to Japan when
the surrender occurred, so their ship was diverted to the Philippines to capture leftover
Japanese soldiers there until 1946.



86™ Division Band playing at a club in the Philippines 1945

Don Whitaker back row right playing trumpet



Donald Whitaker back row far right playing trumpet with 86" Division Band in the
Philippines 1945

Philippines — Camp stage for music, movies, etc. (Unknown soldier)
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HARRIS M. MELASKY
MAJOR GENERAL
Commanding Gesaral, 8b#h Ifantry Diviion
e ATl N\

GEORGE U. W. POPE
BRIGADIER GENERAL
Awishant Division Commander

Books on the 86 Division
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Blackhawks Over the Danube by Richard Briggs



This document was put together by Sandra Whitaker Organek, in remembrance of what would
have been her dad’s 100" birthday.

Sandra Whitaker Organek
Ph: 414-378-9195

Email: sandrakwo@aol.com

July 2025


mailto:sandrakwo@aol.com

